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TAGS:EWWT, AS, US 

SUBJECT: FMC PROCEEDINGS REGARDING AUSTRALIAN MEAT TRADE 

REF: A) STATE 297320; B) SYDNEY 2659; C) CANBERRA 8477 

1. REF A DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY THAT T;0 LINES (REL AND 
MARITIME FRUIT) MIGHT BRING ACTION AGAINST OTHER 
FIVE LINES IN U.S. COURTS. SO FAR, THE TWO LINES 
HAVE NOT TAKEN THEIR CASE TO U.S. COURTS, BUT 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT ONE OR BOTH LINES HAVE TAKEN 
THEIR CASE TO THE INDUSTRIAL COURT IN SYDNEY UNDER 
AUSTRALIAN ANTI-TRUST LAWS. DEPARTMENT AND FMC 

WOULD APPRECIATE FROM CANBERRA AND SYDNEY 
ANY ASSESSMENT POSSIBLE ON THE LIKELIHOOD THAT 
AUSTRALIAN COURTS MIGHT FIND IN FAVOR OF THE 
COMPLAINANT LINE OR LINES AND WHAT POSSIBLE OUTCOME 
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MIGHT BE IF THE AUSTRALIAN COURTS WERE TO SO FIND. 
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2. PRESS GUIDANCE REQUESTED IN REFS B AND C FOLLOWS: 

Q: WHAT ARE THE CONSIDERATIONS OF U.S. INTEREST 
- IN THIS CASE? 

A: JUST AS THE EXPORT OF MEAT FROM AUSTRALIA TO 
THE U.S. IS OF LEGITIMATE INTEREST TO AUSTRALIA. 

THE IMPORTATION OF THIS MEAT IS OF LEGITIMATE 
INTEREST TO THE U.S. THUS, THE COMPETITIVE 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THIS MEAT IS CARRIED TO 
THE U.S. IS OF LEGITIMATE INTEREST TO THE US. 

UNDER U.S. LAW, THE FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION 
(FMC) IS EMPOWERED TO REGULATE THE CARRIAGE 
OF U.S. TRADE BY OCEAN COMMON CARRIERS. IN 
THIS CASE, IT HAS BEEN ALLEGED THAT CERTAIN 
CARRIERS IN THE TRADE WERE PROHIBITED BY THE 
AUSTRALIAN MEAT BOARD IAMB) FROM PARTICIPATING 
IN THAT TRADE. THE FMC IS PRESENTLY INVESTIGATING 
THIS ALLEGATION SINCE, IF TRUE, IT WOULD APPEAR 
TO BE IN VIOLATION OF U.S. LAWS REGULATING OCEAN 
COMMON CARRIERS. 

Q: WHAT ACTION IS THE U.S. FMC TAKING IN THIS 
CASE? 

A: THE FMC IS INVESTIGATING WHETHER THERE HAS 
BEEN A VIOLATION OF U.S. LAW INSOMUCH AS CERTAIN 
CARRIERS HAVE ALLEGED THAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
PROHIBITED FROM PARTICIPATING IN THE CARRIAGE 
OF MEAT TO THE U.S. UNDER U.S. LAW. SINCE A 
FORMAL COMPLAINT WAS FILED WITH THE FMC, THE FMC 
WAS REQUIRED TO HOLD FORMAL PROCEEDINGS TO 
INVESTIGATE THE ALLEGATION AND TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER U.S. LAW HAD BEEN VIOLATED. 

KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEATS, MARITIME MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 DEC 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE300430 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: SVSMITFLBST 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750444-0386 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 221 /aaaaasoo. tel 

Line Count: 97 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 STATE 297320, 75 SYDNEY 2659, 75 CANBERRA 8477 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: ElyME 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 JUN 2003 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <30 JAN 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FMC PROCEEDINGS REGARDING AUSTRALIAN MEAT TRADE 
TAGS: EWWT, EPAP, AS, US 
To: CANBERRA SYDNEY 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



